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Class Participation Rubric 

"Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and 

listen." Winston Churchill 

 Strong Work Needs Development Unsatisfactory 

Listening Actively and respectfully 

listens to peers and instructor. 

Sometimes displays lack of 

interest in comments of others. 
Projects lack of interest or 

disrespect for others. 

Preparation Arrives fully prepared with all 

assignments completed, and 

notes on reading, observations, 

questions. 

Sometimes arrives 

unprepared or with only 

superficial preparation. 

Exhibits little evidence of 

having read or thought about 

assigned material. 

Quality of 

Contributions 

Comments are relevant and 

reflect understanding of: 

assigned text(s); previous 

remarks of other students; 

and insights about assigned 

material. 

Comments sometimes 

irrelevant, betray lack of 

preparation, or indicate 

lack of attention to previous 

remarks of other students. 

Comments reflect little 

understanding of either the 

assignment or previous 

remarks in class. 

Impact on 

Class 

Comments frequently help 

move the discussion 

forward. 

Comments sometimes 

advance the conversation, 

but sometimes do little to 

move it forward. 

Comments do not advance the 

conversation or are 

actively harmful to it. 

Frequency of 

Participation 

Actively participates at 

appropriate times. 

Sometimes participates but 

at other times is “tuned out.” 

Seldom participates and is 

generally not engaged. 

**Class participation deserving of an A grade will be strong in most categories; Participation that is strong in some 

categories but needs development in others will receive a B; a grade of C reflects a need for development in most 

categories; D work is typically unsatisfactory in several categories; and F work, unsatisfactory in nearly all.** 

 

Adapted from John Immerwahr, Villanova University 
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Final Report Rubric 

 Excellent Good Fair Poor 

Content Theme is well-

defined. Paper 

discusses context 

and significance of 

discovery of 

organism and relates 

and relates to course 

discussions. 

Theme is defined. 

Paper discusses 

context and 

significance of 

discovery of organism 

and relates and relates 

to course discussions. 

Theme is vague. 

Paper discusses 

context and 

significance of 

discovery of 

organism. 

One or more 

components of the 

paper are missing. 

Research Excellent 

background, context, 

and framework. 

Excellent background, 

context, and 

framework. 

Adequate 

background, 

context, and 

framework. 

Poor background, 

context, and 

framework. 

Organization Student presents 

information in 

logical, interesting 

sequence. 

Student presents 

information in logical 

sequence. 

Reader has 

difficulty following 

paper. 

Reader cannot 

understand paper 

because there is no 

sequence of 

information. 

Comprehensibility Can understand all 

of what is being 

communicated.  

Can understand most 

of what is being 

communicated. 

Can understand 

less than half of 

what is being 

communicated. 

Can understand little 

of what is being 

communicated. 

Bibliography Bibliography is 

complete. Author 

uses appropriate 

citation method. 

Bibliography is 

included but not well 

organized. Author 

primarily uses correct 

citation method. 

Bibliography is 

missing some 

components. 

Citation method is 

not consistent. 

Bibliography is 

almost, or 

completely, missing. 

Poor use of citation 

method. 

Effort Exceeds the 

requirements of the 

assignment and have 

put care and effort 

into the process.  

Fulfills all of the 

requirements of the 

assignment. 

Fulfills some of the 

requirements of the 

assignment. 

Fulfills few of the 

requirements of the 

assignment. 

Grammar, Mechanics, 

Spelling, and Sentence 

Structure 

Presentation is 

highly polished; few 

or no grammar or 

spelling errors. 

Presentation is 

polished; a few 

grammar or spelling 

error. 

Presentation is 

adequate; a handful 

of grammar or 

spelling errors. 

Inadequate 

presentation; many 

spelling or grammar 

errors. 

**Final Report deserving of an A grade will be Excellent in all categories; a paper that is Excellent in some categories but Good 

to others will receive a B; a grade of C reflects a mix of Good and Fair; D work is typically Fair in several categories; and an F 

grade denotes Poor work.** 

 


